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To the Right Honourable Sir Courtenay 
Pole, Baronet ; Colonel-General of 


the Eaſtern Diviſun of Devon, a 
Member of the Parliament, &c. 


SIR, 


0 U may well wonder to be ſurprized with a Let- 
ter from me, which is firſt expoſed unto publick, 


view, together with a Sermon out of date. The 
acceptance whereof from your Candour, Thad no reaſon to 
doubt howſoever : but rather how it may be entertained a- 
broad ; ſince there were noend of printing, if every Ser- 
mon that hath been preached in an honourable Audience, 
were to be divulged. Nor yet did T intend to have done 
this, having kept it above a twelvemonth by me, with- 
out ſuch a thought till now. Tf my Reader will vouchſafe 
to know the reaſons of it, it was preached at your requeſt, 
a ſome part of a Sundayes enicrtainment, belonging to the 
Reverend Judges, who were treated otherwiſe by you, with 
great Magnificence. If it pleaſed in the heaing (being but 
denſe of matter) why way it not be more profitable inthe. 
reading,and ncver out of jeaſun ? we have heretofore been ta- 
kin up in comparing ſpiritual things with ſpiritual, but 
ſmce through a ſurquedry of new models (which did not 
anſwer expedation men have come to take offence at Re- 
ligion 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
ligion it ſelf, in whatſoever dreſſe ſhe doth appear : ſo that 


we have been reduced to compare cven natural things with 
ſpiritual ; ; and by this diſc onr ſe (Ttruſt ) it will appear, 
that the later hath infinitely the more advantaces. What 
others have written lately to the [ih eC et, ovgtt not to with- 
hold me : for the better cauſe re quireth the greater evidences 
and number it ſelf is not deſpiſed in the caſe > beſides that 
a new form 3s like cloathing of the firſt mattcr with a new 
exiltence. I/ tcl is all the apology that T weed to make 
unto the public, wore then others that have gone before 
eſpecially co. »ſejſr 'o, that private reaſons joined with it, 
did c CUVCr iy a ICs 

Sch as tieſe : you were lately my Mecaenas, and your 

brave houf. , and Family my Muni plum, wherein { did 
enjoy mucy liveriy, and priviledge. Tem were alſo a part 
of my late charge, which wes forced to leave more abrupt- 
ly t.:en T intended, and ſo, there rn Fo Me now no 
other way of oreaching to you, b:fdes this. $80 that I 
ſend it as a kind of token to you firſt, and by you to the reſt, 
to make uÞ ſome part of my Apology; and to return to 
you with ſuch a foot as Thad left, to ſet forward (being en- 
cloſed with the Seas) ſuch an one as is ſhod with the wines of 
Mercury, ef which w: uſe to make our pens. In fine. 1 

is almojt the only wy, that men of our condition have? x 
tejiifie their gratitude anto Perſons of your \_uality (to 
coin ſormewpat that may bear the ſuperſrription of your 

»ames) which lics the more upon me, fince your relpeFs 
have ſo often ſollowe d me hither : which ſeldowe happens 
when intere [c, and Relation ceaſe. Let this thc1 refore paſs 


by your hand, and it will adde more to the great cumble of 


favours, W herein you have ſtill tak:n pleaſure to oblice, 
$1r, . 
Brightfi on in the Iſle Your moſt affect ounie and 
A IV igit Sept, faitLful S2rvant 
I677. TIhomas I anner. 
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Proy. 8. 12» 


TI Wiſdome dwell with Prudsnce. 


T is gracious condeſcenſion of Wiſdom ( by 
which name all the World imagines an high 
Soverain, or a kind of Deity to be intended) to 
tell us where ſhe dwelJeth, Every one might think, that 
he knew before ; yet all are in the quelt ſtill, and few 
do find it, becauſe ſhe dwells with Prudence, A Lady 
that doth often change her ſeats, and delight her ſelf in 
labyrinths, which are in-acceffible, without a certain 
clue. But fince Wiſdom ſeeme to be (as it were) at board 
with Prudence, whether is the greater £ which of theſe 
is the Dowager,and which the Daxghter ? might it not as 
well have been ſaid, 7 prudence dwell with wiſdom,as I wiſ- 
dom dwell with prudence? if the King ſay, I dwell in 
my Court : and the Court ſay, I am whereſoever the King 
is 3 which is the readieſt enquiry to bring us into the 
preſence of the Royal Majeſty £ ſo when wiſdom tells us, 
that ſhe dwells with prudence, and an imprudent man 
knows not where that is, what is he the wiſer for this 
direction ? 

The truth 1s, it is not fit, that the man which want- 
eth wiſdom, ſhould find it without ſome certain travel : 


for, ſhe is to be ſought for as Silver, and ſearched for as Chay. 2. ,, 
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(2) 
hidden treaſures. Nay, to be concealed too, afterfind- 
ing ; asthe Merchant did by the rich pearl, found in the 
midſt of a Field,till he could purchaſe all rogether 3 leaſt 
another man ſhoii1d come between! um, and his prize. 

What ſhall we do ? ſhall we preſerve the [tate of wiſ- 
dom any longer ? or put the clye immediately into your 
hands, that we may all proceed together, to wait at 
the gates of wiſdom 2 we are 11 halt; : et me looſe no 
time to dont / 

Wiſdom 1s the ſame, that we call Religion, the way of 
happineſs here, and hereafter ; and ſhe*' dwells with 
Prudence, that 1s, in the breaſts of ſuch as will obey her, 
For, unto man he ſaid, Behold, the fear of the Lord, that 
is wiſddowr, and to. leur t from evil. that is unde rſtanding, 
or a right Prudence. In Pliloſophy, Wildom is the 
knowledge of clivice things, and Prudence ts a practt- 
cal diſpolition of applying {0 much of it unto uſe, as 
may do a man good, when the caſe requireth, This 
maketh men to enlarge their (ſtudies 3 that if it be poſht- 
ble, they may not b- to ſeek in any caſe to know, when 
they ſhould be ready todo. So though wiſlom bethe 
greater, yet Prudence entertains her, to her own profit, 
and 1s never able to exhauſt her treaſures. What availerh 


knowledge, ifa man have not a preſeat mind to do him- 
{clf nod by: it ? 


Sol kewiſc in Divinity, wiſdom is the knowledge of 


e Word of God, which 1s unſearchable: and Pru- 
os is a right obedience to it, which hath no bounds, 
nor limits, Let us therefore meaſure our {teps from 
hence, from one deorce to another; and when we 
come near enough to be informed z no doubt, but we 
may find our ſelves to be arrived unto ſome atrainment 
higher, then to what the world doth call its own wil- 
dom, or its own pretended vertues whatſoever, And 
the firſt hint to be obſerv'd is this. Point, 


(3) 


Point. 1, That Religion is no carnal Policy, or wil- 
dom 3 but Wiſdom of God himſel|, 

Diſtinguiſh of Religion natural, or Chriſtian : it 
holds in either of them, Beit true or degencrous, ft 
much as there is of Rel;ojor in the breaſts of men, it is 
of God and not of men, and. it is the firlt Wiſdom in 
the World. 

Let us put this firſt principle out of doubt, becaulz it 
has been queltioned, whether there be any religion at 
all by nature, or whether that which 1s, hath entred 
meerly thorough Art, and Policy , the wilcr taking 
advantage of the ignorance; and the ſtronger of the 
fears of the ſimpler ſort, for ends of their own. Let 
me pitch my banner here a little, while I labour to 
reduce this sKonce, which 1t 1s not ſafe to leave vehind 
me, | 

[ ſay then, that there are certain common Principles, 
or notions of religion, imprinted by nature ( which ts 
the immediate work, or proetoplaſur of the Divine wit- 
dom, and power) 1n the hearts of all men indeicoiy 
Which nottons, though poſlibly they may be cainred 
at the, very ſpring- -head, by 1dolatrous, or erroneous 
education 3 yet ſo much as there is of religior, to be 
diſcerned thorough theſe, itis of God, that did at fir{t 
implant it, and ever fiace maintain 1t, in the hearts of 
men z that he himſelf might be jultityed , and ſuch as 
obcy it not, may be judged by it, and Ic without 
excule, So that, this 'mult aceds be the Wiſdom of 
God in men, and no humane policy. 


For elle, whereas it haih DCEN ſaid, that fear at firſt, primes in ore 
brought 1 in all religion, it might have been fſicwed by deos fecit tt- 


F 4 / mor. 

uch, as have writren ce Priamis FErtia muventorivils, of 

the Authors, and beginnings of all Arts, and Sciences 3 
B when 


It. bear © tine you 
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when religion alſo had its firit beginning. But this they 
could not do, though they could tell when Satarn, Jupi- 
tcr, and the reſt of their g greater Deities began to be 
W orſhipped ; an argument, that worſhip, or religion 
was bet re Idolatry. 

Mich leſs, can th 1ey tell when ſuch fear began, ag 
thev conceive to have been the cauſe of religion: as ſure 
an argument, that it had no Degmnming, but 1n that na- 
ture, which Cod created at the firir, after his own 
mas ge, Of this 1oſes alone hath given us the right 
knowledge, but if any one had rather credit the Hea- 
. &c. then he ts, Or Hiſtorians Cwhich are many ages junior 
get > unto him } the eldelt of them deſcribe unto us the 
la: = Rep erftr »n of the Ge<ntilcs, which was their relieion ; 
iron and their ſaperſtition ever was meticuloys : but I lay, 

which of theſe hath ſhewed us, when this tardy humor 
had; its firſt Original ? Thercfore it was ab orieine. 
>. Again, if religion were but of humane policy ; it 
. could] not have paſted thorow all Nations, and that, 
' tnorow all ages hitherto, F£ug regro in torris 2 nbigen- 
- tinna £ hi texmporis, aut oct: ” 10 what Countrey, or at 
m1 0 what time, was there no religion amoneglt the inhabi- 
FS rants of the Earth? as for his own age, "and all before, 
"- which bc had cver hcard, or read of, Cicero hah telti- 
wes , tieds that although ſome b. wk wows people wanted walls and 
þ ak Laws; yct none were without ſome ſort of Religion. Be- 


\. fore him, the great Stag prit?, unworthily ſaſpected of 
| 
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lat. cn. * Atheifan ; and below him, Seneca, and Plutarch 3 and 


indeed, as many before, and after, as have written any 


5% thing at all only, of Jatcr times, lince new diſcoveries, 


> > Ne Jy "a 


1 fv barbarous people have been queltioned ; but the 


({L'- 


LG. 5 #1 rclators are not agreed, 
«ren 7 "Bar (1ppoſe the generality of the vulgar could have 
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<1 imooled upon in this kind 3 certainly, ſome of 
the 


(5) 
the Philoſophers, who had ſearched into Nature, and 

the Policies of States, could eaſily have diſcovered this 
jmpolture; and would have adventured to atchieve {:) 

vreat a glory,as to have redeemed their own ſects, & fol- 

lowers trom the muſfier of the common people : yet, we 

meet with none fo bold, as to deny a Deity, bid 

one Diagoras, who could not make a Seft ; but alfect- 

«d rather (like that mad-tellow, who burnt the Tem- 

ple of Diana, only that he might be talked of, after ke 

was dead, whatſoever he ſuitercd for it,) to be infamous 

for ever, among the Heathen themſelves, then to dye 

in his obſcurity. And one Fpicurns only, denyed a ſpe- 

cial providence ; making a Sect in other Tements, but 

never able to prevail with any of them, not to pray in 

a {torm, or tempeſt, which Plztarch doth retort upon 1, .._ ... 
them. But rather, as the Poct did obſerve. Hi ſrt cur. | 
qui trepiaant, quos emnia fulgnura terrent. 

Now, ſome of theſe have looked upon relzz27oz, as a Ur pattim ci 

. : videre 1n Iu 
great trouble unto States, and private perſons; and la- (..;. 
boured to ſet men free from the apprehenſtons of it - 
had it been but of Art, or humane Wiſdom, what 
{nould hinder but they might have done it, one time or 
another, {ince the lower Sets, as the humour of re- 
ipective ages took, did oft ſurmount the reputation of 
the greater 2 butit could never go this way. 

If it be ſuggeſted, that the Philoſophers were deter- 
red by the example of Socrates, from intermeddling 
with this myſtery of Government, what deterr'd the 
Martial men, and Politicians, from age to age, why they 
durſt not meddle with it ; why were they held by theſe 
cob-webs 2 nay, why more faſt then others ? not to 
ſpeak of the Grecians (becauſe the time will not permit) 
who were more ſuperſtitious then the Rowans, Amon 
theſe later, who ſo ſuperſtitious, as Camil/z, and the 
B 2 | Decij, 


(6) 
Decij, and the Curij, and the Fabij, and the Scipio',, 
and the Catves 3 and the reſt of greater note ? only, 
Ce 1 {cemed to deſpiſe the auguries, yet, he was not a 
Jutjc troubled at the little river Rubicon. 

Num, and Lycnrgns founded their eſtates, and goe 
vernments by ſuperſtitious rites, uſing them only as an 
hank upon the peoples and diflembling things that 
vie not true ; Which they themliclves neither feared, 
or belcived, It may be 1o ; doth it hence follow, that 
rc/,0icn 1s but a ſtalking horle, or [tratagem of Policy 2 
nay, it rather followeth, that 1f the ſenſe of ſome religi- 
on had not been before, moſt ſtrongly grounded in the 
minds ot the generality of men, there could have been 
no policy (ot which the Atheiſt would ſeem to be more 
fond then any other) in laying that upon them, which 
either would not take, or could not hold. It had been 
in vain to 20 about to eſtabliſh a rel;g5o,, if there had 
not been ſuch e diſpoſition in the people before, as we 
have hinted, Certainly, Nzma could not infuſe ſucha 
Uiipolition into the minds of men, that were born before 
him (many of which he governed) but had he brought 
the people toa form, tora time; 1t had dyed with him: 
or, when that for of policy had ceaſed, cither that form 
ot r (j1ion, Or all religion, 1t it had been but a meer -im- 
poiture, had ceaſed withit. 

In the 1{lue1t remains, that as men were never of any 
other mind, but that by force, or choice, they mult 
have ſome rel7g7on 5 1o, they are never like to have any 
other power, or inclination, for the future : let the 
Atheilt try his art, or power to the utmoſt ! bur, though 
more may ve made of religion, then there ſhould ; yet 
there 15 {ſu much of 1t written in humane nature ; that as 
the ſtatuary engraved his own name in his work, fo 
that no one could efiace it, without the demolliſhing 


of 


C7) 


of the whole; ſo-no humane wit, or malice, can oblite- 
rate religion out of humane nature, without the de- 
ſtruction of humanity together with it, becauſe it 1s of a 
higher impreſs;even the deviſe, and the motto of Almigh- 
ty God in all his reaſonable Creatures. To come to the 
Chriſtian religion in particular.Inthis indeed was the ma- 
nifoid wiſdom of God made manifeſt above the reſt. A- 
mong the Gentiles there were as many Gods,as Nations, 
2s-many Idols as there were Hills, and Va lies. And they 
worſhipped one anothers Gods, when they came into 
one anothers Country (even as ſome of our gentile Prc- 
teltant-rravellers make no matter, to bow to every 
Popith Relique where they palle) there was no enmity 
betwixt Idolaters upon the account of their religions 
(only all abhorred the true worſhippers.) but rather, 
Athens fent to Fe ypt tolearn what they could of their 


abſurd Rites, and Myſteries ; and the great Philoſo- | ;,.. 


phers commented upon their hjeroglyphicks or ſacred 


ſphinges; even as wiſe men make morals upon ſome fov-' 


Iifh fable. Rome again trantlated her Jaws, and rites 
from Athens firſt, and then from other places, till the 
City began to be fo full of relig7ons, that the Senate wag 
fain to take order againſt. admitting more. But when 
the Chriſtian rel;gioz come to be ſet on foot, it ſoon rc- 
duced all to one. 

That you may perceive the wiſdome, and the power 
of God therein, and have the better profpe& into wor.- 
der: take account in what poſture the world ſtood, 
when the Goſpel firſt began to be divulged. 

Our Lord himſelf, the Son of a Carpenter (as he was 
reputed) preached three years; and then was fo diſgra- 
ced by the crofle, and the malice of his own Conntrey- 
men; that one would have thought, there had been an 
end of him,. and of all. his new Dori ine ;.yct he left 
twelve 
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(9) 
twelve Fiſtermen behind him to uphold it, for which 
they were to dye too. The Jews hated theſe, beyond 
any patience; the Gentiles had them at firſt, 1n deriſion, 
aftcr in ſuſpicion. Whither ſhould they go? or what 
Frould they do? mult they perſwade the Jews againſt 
tcl aw of Moſerrthis they mult do. Mult they pertwade 
Le Gentiles tO abandon their Idolatry ? the Gods which 
1cy fearcd, and lov'd ; the magnificence of ſumpruous 
{neys, and Temples, and ſuch feaſtings as they cheifly 
ulvd alter {acrifice and oblations ? this they muſt do. 
A likely matter to take cffect, or to take the worldby fo 
:2uCh as by the little finger. 

Could theſe, or any of their followers raiſe an army ? 
it is hard to imagine out of what quarters - but what 
if they could 2 had they then been but once beaten 
Cas Gamalicl aid oblerve ) they had been for ever 
quclled : or, it they had prevailed, and attained to an 
Empire (as fume have aroſe from ſmall beginnings) yet 
their tate might have been like that of all before, and 
tince., Which did you ever read of, that hath laſted 
1400 years with advantage,and rooted it felt ſo invinci- 
bly in A/fa, Europe, 4frica,and America, {till proceeding 
conquering, and to conquer ? which betides, did ever 
potleſie any one of theſe ; and, next conſider how and 
what way Chriſtianity 1s bound to ſubdue them all. 

By Faith, and patience ; by prayers, and intercef- 


. tions for all men: eſpecially for Kings and all that were 


in Authority over Chriltians, that under them, they might 


"lead a quiet, and peaceable life in all Godlineſs, and ho- 


neſty, O ridiculous Wiſdom in the eye of carnal polt- 
cy ; and yet it over-{wayed all / 

In above 3oo years we read of no inſurrection of 
theirs againſt oppreſſion, though they ſwarmed 1n all 
Provinces of the Empire long before that : the Rowan 
legions 


(9) 


legions were full of Chriſtian Soldiers, and never muti- 
nied ; though * Conſtautine came with the greater fa- + j;@ yeoan his 
vour to the Imperial Crown, becauſe he was a Chr; - reign 4.Þ.310 
ſtian,and ſo many of his Veterans of the ſame profetiton. 

So that Prophecy was accompliſhed : Not by ztight, 
or army, (as the Turkiſh Empire, and religion ) bat by my 7:ch. 4. 5. 
Spirit, Saiththe Lord, W Lich turned the heart of the Fa 
thers to the Chillren, and the heart of the Children to the Mal. 4. 5. 

Fathers, and the diſobedicnt to the wiſdom of the juſt, to 

make ready a people, prepared for the Lord. Luk: 1. 17« 

But it may be, that which was wanting in an army 
might be ſupplyed by policy ? 

One might think ſo indeed, if the greater number of 
the wiſe, and potent men of the world had taken this 
way. . BucSt. Pax} (who had his hand from the begin- 
ning 1n this work,and had the beſt experience of it)wit- 
nelleth after this manner. The fooliſhneſs of God is wiſer 
then men : for ye ſee your calling, Brethren, how that not 1 CCr-1. 25. 
many wiſe men after the Fleſh, not many mighty, not many 

noble are called, though ſome of all thele. 

inſtead of aids therefore, put into the contrary bda- 
lance ; that all the might, and policy of the worid ; all 
that enraged Jews, and 7dolaters could do, was ſet a- 
gainſtit, Andyet, ( by a new example) men delight- 
ted to dye for re CEE which was never known betore, 
at leaſt, amongſt the Gentiles: and ont of their bloodas 
out of the Teeth that Calmus ſow ed) an innumerable 
power of ſupplies roſe out cf the earth. Of. 
which 1t was foretold, that it ſhould betriend the IFoman, fx 
an4 help her, ſwallowing up that flood, which the dr 19912 
caſt cut of his mouth to drown ber, I.ike Hydra 's heads 
cut off one, and more ſtarted up in the lead of it « per- 
ſection wrought nothing but encreaſc, as mowing 


maketh the graſl: to grow. It wrought nothing elle 
but 
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but a yeeter ſmell, and (avour to Chriſtianity: even as 


whena rolicy 1s driven orea walk of Camomil, what 


could It avail tohindere 


[ have {1i(] but little yet (though tt tend to admirati- 

) let the unbeliever mark, and be aſtoniſhed at tliar, 
V7 whi Ch follows, 

$11d nyt the proud Aſſyrian to the ſervants of King 
Have any of the Gols of the Nitions delivere Y 
at all his Land (tor every Nation then made choice of 
{ume cipecial Numer to be their Protector) ont of the 
hand of the King of Aflyria : where are the Gods of Hamath 
and of Arphad 2 where are the Gods of Sepharvaim ? but 
now, W ne are the Gods of A//yriait ſelf 2 Weneed ſuch 
a learned Antiquary as your Selder, to let us know 
their names. Where are the Gods that Greece, and 
Rome adored; why 1s there never a Temple ( at the 
lealt) of Jupiter's remaining, who was ſtyled the Father 
of Gods, and men? what ailed thee, O thou dreadful 
Oracle at Delphos, that thou madelſt ſuch pitiful excuſes 
Cas thou did{t) and then retired {t with the reſt (who 
made none) to everlalting {tlence, to deceive the world 
no more? it was not becauſe ye were diſ-obliged by the 
Heathen all the world over, at the ſame time. It was 
becaute ye could not chooſe : 1t was not becauſe there 
was an earthly power to depreſle ye; but another ſpirit, 
waich ye were not able to with-ſtand. Rile again, it 
ye are able, to anſwer theſe reproaches ! that part of the 
world is forced to bow with you, which 15 not ready to 
adore / 

More cloſely to the caſe in hand itil]: how came the 
deſpiſed Land of Jewry to ſend a Law forth to all the 
world, and yet themſelves to be diffipated ſo, as never 
people ?were and this bas laſted above theſe 1500 years, 


wherein (however) as there isnot a Rowan left, ſo there 
is 


| 
; 


(11) 
not a Jew loſt; but there is a mark upon them. A 
mighty people, ifthey could be gathered : but they are 


caſt far back for that, for it is not like to be, till the ful- 4 11, 2, 


neſs of the Gentiles is come in. 

There is now but one God, and where Muhonret ts 
profeiled, Chriſt 1s alſo acknowledged to have been a 
great Prophet before Him : and they have tae hiſtory 
ofthe Goſpel, upon which they raiſe their damned $491, 
which is confounding evidence againſt theſe A4poſtates 
from the Faith ; and together with it, confounders of 
that civility, that was in the world before. | 

This one God is worſhipped according to the Law, 
which he gave from the beginning of the world, which 
no falſe reliezon can pretend to 1n the leaſt, Before, 
there was no enmity betwixt nations on the account of 
religion : but now, it 1s the greateſt point, and ground 


of amity, orenmity. As tt was ſaid in Geneſis, Twill put Gen. x. 


enmity between thy Secd, and between her Seed. So more 
expreſlely in the Goſpel, our Lord himſelf doth teſtitye, 
ſaying, 1 cane not to ſend Peace upon the Earth, Lut a 


Sword, and to ſet men at variance upon this account of Matti. 19. 34: 


religion only. Which many States-men, having well 
obſerved, would fain have taken another order with 
religion, if they had been able; but it was too far 
above them. Chriſtianity hath aboliſhed 7dolatry, Phi- 
loſophy, Policy, and brought in other orders, and Go- 
vernments among the Nations, then the wiſe-mer of the 
werld allowed. All which doth ſhew, and prove 
that the Chriſtian religion is the wiſdozz of God above 
all ; and not of man; that as it was rais'd at firſt, fo it 
doth (till (ubfilt by miracles, and therefore is invincible ; 
ſo that the gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt it. 

But, fince we have ſaid ſo much concerning this wi/- 


don, viz. that it hath aboliſhed, not 7dolatry only, 
C | but 


Matth. 19, 13. 


-— 


LOrſe 22, 


(12) 
but Philoſophy; not the Jewiſh Law alone, but the civil; [th 
not eſtabliſhed governments, but ſubverted them not | 35 
brought in peace but war, it 1s high time, that we take bre 
ſume caution concerning prudence, with which this I 'f 
wi/lom 1s ſaid to dwell; lealt ſhe be miſpriſed for a de- 

{troyer of the houſe, wherein ſhe liveth; ſince ſuch 

things 2s theſe cannot conſit with pradence, Let us dt 
thcrefore paſle tothe ſecond, and the laſt point, toſheiy, } © 


is the belt policy: for ſo ſaith the context, and find out 
the knowledze of witty inventions, that 1s, the choice ex- 
pedients of felicity tor all eſtates. | 

What though the Chriſtian religion hath beaten down 
the galleries of the Cynicks, Stoicks, Skepticks, Epicure- 
ans, and all other hereſies of true Philoſophy, as well as 
the Altars of the Idols? yer, it hath no more aboliſhed 
Philoſophy, rightly fo called, then 1t hath rc/igjozz. But 
rather, ſince the ſpreading of Chriſtianity, multi tranſic- 
rint, & auCta eſt ſcientia, Many have travelled to 
augment learning, and to redeem Philoſophy trom all the 
crrours, wherein 1t was before entangled. 

St. Pal exhorteth the Coloſſizrns, to beware leaſt any 
z4an ſhould ſpoil them through Philoſophy, and vain deceit, 
after the rudiments of the world, and not after Chriſt ; tor 
though all the Sects called themſelves the Philoſophers, 
and theirs the Philoſophy; even as our Sets in religion 
do imitate the ancient uſurpation; yet it 1s plain, that 
the Apoſtle cautions them againſt no other Philoſophy, 
but ſuch as 1s vaiz deceit, and oppoſite unto the ſimplict- 
ty of the Faith of Chriſt ;. which no real knowledge is, 

Again, he admoniſheth them againſt a ſhew of wi/dor: 
in will worſhip, and humility, and negleFing of the body. 
It is but the fiew of wiſdom, which really 1s not _. 
tnat 


a 

Point, 2. That th's wiſdoxz dwells with prudence, and | 
| 

| 
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that he cautions them againſt 3 eſpecially ſuch a ſhew, 
25 miniſtred before to Heathen ſuperſtition, and being 
brought into the Chriſtian Church, might tend to corrupt 
it with the old leaven, the rudiments of the world. 


In the mean time, he himſelf diſputed with the 
Stoicks, and Epicureans, and other Philoſophers, ac- 
cording to their own Notions, which he had learned 
at the feet of Gamaliel 3 being as converiant in the 
Learning of the Greeks, as Moſes had been betore 1:1 


that of the Egyptian, The reſt of the Apoſtles were a: . :2. 


endued from above with tongues, and all knowledge 3 
ſo that they were reputed at the firſt, amongſt the 
Gentiles, as a new ſect of Philoſophers. 


In the next ſucceſſion, the prime Fathers of the 
Church were of the converted Rhetors, and Philoſo- 
phers, as Tenatius, Clemens, Ireneus, Juſtin Martyr , 
Athenageras , Tertullian, Origen , LaFantizs, and di- 
vers others. What hath fince been added to the maga- 
zine of learning, I may ſafely leave to be demonltra- 
ted by the ROTAL SOCTETTYT. 


What if the Chriſtian religion hath almoſt antiqua- 
ted the Civil Law in divers Countries? it is only fo far 
as it hath abolih't ſlavery, and brought in Chriſtian 
liberty, even in civil things, whereſvever a Chriſtian 
Government has been eſtabliſhed. Neither has it ſub- 
verted any other, but to bring in better, and a ſweeter 
order. As may appear at this day, by comparing 
Ckriſtendome, howloever corrupted, with the Turkiſh, 
or Pagan dominations. Whereſoever the Chriſtiar: 
yoke lyeth not on Princes, and their Governments, 


they are barbarous, and cruel : whereas in Chriſten- 
| C2 dom, 


+ 
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dom, (eſpecially amongſt the Princes, and the States of 
the Reformation) there 1s more property, immunity, 
and priviledge to the lower ſtates: and in caſe of tref- 
paſſe, there are more pardons, and impunities : in caſe 
of puniſhment, more mercy, Malefactors are chaſtiſed, 
or put to death with the leile ſcverity, and horrour ; 
and the poor are not expoſed. 


In a word 3 though by accident, Chriſt;anity draw 

tac hatred of the un-beleiving world, as being oppo- 

Ep. 2. fcd tothe power of Satan, who worketh in the children 
of diſobedience : yet, it hath made even wars them- 

ſelves more gentle, then they were before, both in 

ſieges, and in battg!s, ſparing the effuſion of blood 

* Qui przmia, (Which the * Romans glorified in) affording ranſom, 
& munPh95 enflaving none of the Chriſtian profeſſion. And where 


decrevere, lc- 


candum nu- they treſpaſſe (poſſibly) upon Chriſtian tenderneſs in 

« cpa Ft cnilaving Turkes, or Infidels; they ſeem to make ſome 

© © amends by better uſage of them, then our own poor 
Captives do expect in Barbary. 


Content (may ſome one ſay) we are for religion, and 
for the Chriſtian too above all ; but not with ſuch hankes 
as are put upon us, under this pretence, to the preju- 
dice of civil lite 3 and thefore, contrary unto common 
prudence. 


And firſt, becauſe it is an hindrance to preferment, 

<1 violandum tO be held to ſuch rules as may be given us : if a King- 

it jus, 1©2n; COMe, Of a great eſtate or fortune, lye before me 3 

© £279, © Mult let another carry them before me, it there be but 
a ſcruple about the title, or the circumſtances of pro- 
cceding ? it I have madea promiſe ;. muſt I keep it to 
my Own wrong £ 


| Mar hi O 
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Machiavel obſerves, that thoſe Princes have been but ae principe. 


unfortunate, who have ſuffered themſelves to be ham- 
pered by a word, or tobe tnearneſt, too religions | but 
he is very unfortunate himſelf in the inſtances, which he 
giveth of ſome, that ſeemed to have proſpered by their falſc- 
neſſe,and impiety.) What ſhall we retura to this ? 


We ſay firſt, that, that which hath been called wertze 
(for the moſt part) is a certain ſtrain of gatural pzety, 
even inthe Heathens, ſo farasit can go - and that ſuch 
of thoſe (whether private men, or Princes ) as lived 
molt according unto true wertue, were the molt profpe- 
rous, and glorious. But becauſe the lives of private 
men are apt to be buried 1n obſcurity. after a ſmall time; 
let us take account of Princes, whoſe memories remain 
ſacred, when they have done vertorſly; as their per- 
ſons were before (whether they were Pagan, or whether 
they were Chriſtian) while the iſJues hung in ſuſpence, 
and the ages under awe, wherein they lived. 


Who can be compared with Augnſtus, Titns, Trajan, 
Antoninas, Conſtantine the great, and the reſt of bet- 
ter note ? as for the vitious monſters of the Empire,who 
by ambition, and deceit attain'd, and managed the 
ſway fora time ; which of them came toa timely end ? 
azfor thoſe that retained wicked policies with a ſhew, 
and ſome pretence- of vertue : which of theſe did not 
ſpoil all the reſt thereby 2 I cannot ſtand to-ſpeak of 
Tiberius, Galba, Severus, > np and others of them: 
Much lefſe, to verifie the ſame from our own Chronicles 


(which might ſeem to exceed the lilts of my profeſſion ) 
toleave to every one their.own. 


We 
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We fay again, that looking upon examples in the 
Scripture; we have found none to have flouriſhed like 
thofc, that had the zeal of true reljeioz 3 as David, S9- th 
lox20n, Aſa, Jehoſaphat, Hezekiah, &c. Only, goodJ 1, 
70þ4þ periſhed at the laſt, by admitting a little policy, 
tobe temper'd with his piety : and out of a Princely 
emulation (as It might be thought) in his youth, to x; 
{tew his valor. f 


Oa the other 11de, the wicked Princes fell by their | 
own vices3z and had beenlikely fo to do, though there Þ ;, 
had been none but men to puniſh them. The Princes | ; 


that compounded, or confounded their pretences to a 

religion With other policies, fell ever ſhort of their own 

deſigns, which they purſued, under the veil, - or mask 

of hypocriſie; as Sarl, and Jeroboam , and Jehx, and} , 

Amaziah, and the relt. . 
Then comes another in, with ſuch a complaint as this, x 


torender this pretended prudence of ours to be but fool-fþ , 
;/bneſſe (according to their ſhallow reaſonings) ſhall LF , 
part with a certainty for an uncertainty? quit my de-f , 
lights, and pleaſures to embrace Melancholy, and to | 
ſolace my ſelf with deaths-heads, and Coffns ſet before | 
me, while walk in youth, or ſtrength 2 ſhall I binda | | 
carcaſe to my living body, and go about with it, like a 
oholt, through the terrour of a refurreCtion, and a fu- 
ture judgment, whillt it ſeems to common obſervation, 
that death is but a meer extinction; and as ſuch, deſpiſed 
by the braveſt men ? 


Firſt, 1t is Popiſh ſuperſtition, that hath painted out re- 
ligion in ſolitudes,and penances: and it is the modern Ca- 
thariſm only, that hath ſequeſtred it from ſociety, and 

civili- } 
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civility 5 wherein the higheſt ſatisfaCtions of life conſiſt ; 
and certainly, men are rendred the more civil, and not 
the leſs, by a right temper of religion, which is wiſdom 
dwelling in the Court of prudence, the bond of all hu- 
manity. So that impiety doth but put an ugly viſard on 
religion, or cloath it in a Bears-skin, to work its preju- 
dice, when it ſets it forth after this manner. Ir 1s far 
from being ſad, and melancholy, when it is rightly un- 
derſtood ; but is rather to be deſcribed, as the Chriſt;an Bocth.de con- 
Philoſopher deſcribe wiſdom, to be like a woman of a yur Pl 
Matronly-look, having piercing eyes, and a lively co- lier reverends 
Jour; and though far above our age, ſeeming yet to megane" _ 
retain the flower of her youth, dentibus, colo- 
re vivido, 1t- 


R . . R ue In exhau- 
Again, there is no certainty to be parted with by a Fe vigoris, 


religious life, ſeeing all other things are uncertain there, (monly ek 
unleſs it be this truth ; that all good things are the cer- 1; \\1 meds 
tain free gifts of God , diſpenſed much according to nofirz crede- 
meet rewards of piety and wertue : and ſo it often goeth, © 
whilſt all the ſuperfluity of divine bounty, being no 

way prodigal, is unaccountable unto men. But uncer- 

tainty there can be none about the future hopes, and 

fears, till any man hath anſwered the evidence, which 

we have given in before of the Chriſtian religion. 

Which we alſo preſume to be un-anfwerable by all the 

wits of mcn, though they were even granted a Zac- 


chanalian liberty, 


Let us caſt up the compt ( if you pleaſe) on either 
hand, what miſchief comes by irreligion, and what 
bencfits do accompany an unfeigned Chriſtian Pzety. 


Firſt, An zrreligjons life, through private luſts, and 
paſlions, deſtroyeth bodies, and eſtates, and the pub- 
Iict: 
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lick weal ; which areall ſaved, and advanced by the 
pradence, and goodneſs of a Chriſtian life, how many 
bodies have been ruined by intemperance, 2nd Juſt ? 
ut who was ever hurt by Continence and Abſtinence? 
How many men have periſhed by the perſecution of 
revenge 2 but who ever came to any great diſaſter by 
venileneſs, and patience 2 How many eſtates have been 
coatounded by a prodigal profuſion upon vanities ? but 
what eſtate did ever laffer by frugality, with an abhor- 
rency trom all vain-glory, and 1mpertinent delights ? 
what confuſton hath it brought into States, and King- 
domes, when particular perſons, having power 1n their 
hands, have diſ-regarded, and hindred the publick 
good, for their private ends, and fatisfactions 2 but 
when was the State ever hurt by a publick ſpirit,and by 
ſcl-denyal? the ungodly life of a few men bringeth 
judgments on the land; but the Godly life of fewer 
ſtinteth the divine wrath, and bringeth bleſſings, not 
only on themſelves, but on many more, 


2, Anirreligious life bringeth men under great bon- 
dage; but a religious life (according unto this prudence) 
doth ſet them free, and far above all fears, or the cauſes 
of them. The one 1s in bondage unto meats, and 
drinks, to make proviſion for the Fleſh, enough to fur- 
niſh out a voyage : not (as it is uſually pretended) for 
hoſpitality, but becauſe he wants them : whereas 74- 
ture 1s contented with a little, and pzety with leſſe. The 
one 1s tempted with the forbidden fruit, and is in bon- 
dage, becauſe he will be ſatisfied 3 though it be through 


diſhonour, and a cumble of inconveniences. But un- | 


to purer minds there ariſeth little trouble of this kind : 


either their mind is free from the power of ſuch tempta- | 


tions; or elſe, it is purged by repentance, and every 
luſt 


— 
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luſt is mortified. The one cannot live comfortably (as 
he concetves) without his luſts, and the other cannot 
live at all with them, 


The weight of an ungodly mans bondage follows 
yet (as the wain mult follow the wheels.) When an 
ungodly man hath purſued his ambition, pride, re- 
venge, covetize, or any of his pleaſures to the heigth 3 
he is It1ll fo far from being fatistyed, that he 1s rather 
ad and diſcompoled , partly through vanity of the 
Creature, and partly through the remorſe ot his Con- 
ſcience, reflecting upon ſo much of the vanity of Sin, 
as he is ſenſible of, in the things that he hath acted, or 
wherewithal he was affected for the time. So, that 
inſtead of recovering himſelf by reaſon, and by re{olu- 
tion, he 1s uſually re-mitted to the ſame diſeale to be 
healcd, as they ſay, that a ſecond burning of the finger 
will cure the firſt, Now, if this part of a mans {foul (if 
I may divide it into parts) troubled the Heathen then 
(clves (as I cannot [tand to cite ſentences, and inſtances, 
that might be quoted out of Authors) how much more, 
may I preſume, 1t may doin ſuch, as bave heard the Go- 
[pel preached all their dayes, from which they cannot 
Hooks, but to have received ſome impreſtions, howſoe- 
ver impregnable they may pretend to be. 


.In a word, whereas true rcligz0z pacifies the conſci- 
ence, and alone is able to render that tranquillity of 
mind, which the Gentiles ſought in vain; an irreligions 
life maketh men meticulous, as oft as the wind doth 
blow, or the clouds are rent with thunder, A religious 
man is in peace at home, im-pavidum ſerient ruing; The 


| endof the world will be no amazement to him 3 though 


the heavens tall, or glow with fervent fire, as they mult 
D do 
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do at the laſt, he isnot to be diſmayed by it. 


C1 ili 2 p; __- 1:0e, as a wiſe man corld with : For he KC 
Is i nothing in religion, that makes againſt a right pry- 
»ce 5 nay, it comprehendeth all, Pand far excclleth 
I pres ieneet vou cannot nftance in a cafe, where- 
11 may not be. the beſt reſolver. FI&nce PDiloſothers 
| VC «pref n:mch awiterit Ys and 1d4olatcrs s5nave THAT 
nd do wie ) >reat ſeverity, but the Chiifcian Religion 
requized noting, but what is gentle, and agreeable un- 
tO nature, and civility, There 1s enough in it to pre- 
{crve the Temporal {ol City , and tOAUTMEnt it, Enjoy 
as much of the goods, that God hath 21ven you, as 
will do vou £034: and be ſure, if God had not known 
better then we, what was good for us, he would have 

allowed to us the larger lize. 


Some reſtraints indeed, we muſt acknozvledge, but ſuch 
as are tor our greater priviledge, and enlargement ano- 
ther oy. Some think it a reſtraiat if they may not 
riot, but if tney do, 1t ſpoileth bodies, and eſtates: 
others, that there 13 NO Community ; z but where there is 
moſt 1 impunity for that, the blood is moit corrupted. 
(12ers, that polygamy (at lealt) 1snot permitted z but 
where it 1s, 1t engendicth unto feuds, more then une. 
to love; And when community was once too much 1n- 
niged, the Romays were fain to provide by law, that 

7.27 of ſuch a qua lity, ſhould have (at leaſt) one 

{he Laws © jou 'thercfore are the baſts of all 

Cr. pracience, the citabiiihmcnt of the carth ; ſuch 
| cc2ded thofſz of - 11 other N lations, to make 
£2: public; and the private man the happier, ſo 

T C1 very way 1t 15 the better policy, 

I think 
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I think our own Law approves of it, and hath this 
ule, Lex Dei eſt lex terre 5 The Law of Godis1 the Law of 
the Land : and that, there is no ſuch preamble to any 
of our Statutes, as, mos mit: gartes rigorem juris divini, 


Ret axed tit 
&c. do enact, that it ſhall not be accounted murther it ren 


1 Noble man, if he Kill a Paifan. It it were fo, it 4c %:2a gence, 
would not only be a violation of reli27ou, but much 
're. I 2gainlt the policy of ENGLAND. 


ec Certainly then this Chriſtia7 prudence cannot interfere 
ien | with the Civil, becauſe it doth not only farre ſurmount, 
1n- | but comprehend it, It hath been ſaid, that all wertue Ev If oz 
'e. | s compriſed in juſtice: much more 11 pzety, which 1s To 7 apo 
»y Þ not only the greateſt motive unto jultice ; but the pri- '; 
1s | mn mobile, a ſuperiour orbe, that aoth contain, and 
n | carry it about with its own motion. Whatſovever there- 
e | fore makes againſt piety, makes as much againſt juſtice, 
and all other vertues, and as muci againſt the felicity 


of mank1nd, even 1a this civil life, 


Adde to this the wantage., we have ſhew'd, that true 
reljgion lates but few and light reſtraints ; but 1t opens 
ſuch enlargements oi happineſs, and fruition, on another 
har.d, as are neither to be counted by curious obſervati- 
on; noryerto beexpreſt, or uttered by the tongues of 
men, and Ange!s, 


What if I ſhould reſume my text (bur that it is too 
late) to be expounded myſticalſy, and yet without 212 
allegory 2 you ſee that wiſdom and prudence arc here ſet 
forth as two perſons: and pruderce for her part as if ſhe 
had an houſe large enough to entertain wiſdou. What 
If I ſhould ſay, upon the whole, that it is not obſcure- 
ly ſignified by this 3 that Chriſt, the Son of God, the 

D 2 wiſdom 


Rom. = 
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wiſaom of the father, dwelleth in them that do believe, 
by his own fpirit £ whereby he is as much the ſoul of 
thetr ſouls, as their ſouls are the life of their bodies : and 


ſo doth prompt, and inſpire them by his grace, in ſuch 


a manner, that they ſhall not only, not lightly forego, 
or ſo muchas {lip any point, that tendeth to their hap- 
pineſs temporal, or eternal (for, all things work, together 
for cood to them that love Goda) but doth alſo fill them 


tull of ſuch inward joys, as carnal wiſdom is not able to 
concetve. 


Such as have been addicted to their ſtudies, have 

SE, OI placed the chiefeſt feliciry of life 1n 
pres gg contemplation ( We mult {uppole 
dy eindoxG Teh wvdzuoris that a man be of ſufficiency to ve 
_ ox pag cap. 9, Vacant to it, and to make his 
; choice of what he liketh)) becaule 

thisis the pleaſure of the mind. So our maſter Ariſtotle, 
aitrough his own ſpeculations were but dry ( x7! #3G, # 
x7 53.) But Seneca diltinguiſheth betwixt that part of 
Philoſophy , which is converſant about the natural 
que{tions, and that which. rifſeth up to the reſearches, 
taat are concerning God ; ſpeaking of this Jater as be- 
12g above the other, as much as the Heaven 1s above 
tac Earth : yet he moveth only ſuch remore queſtions 
ot contemplation as theſe are, what the nature of God 
's3 and whether he be wholly intent upon himſclt, or 
hath fometimes regard tous : pronouncing (notwith- 
SOR ſtanding) of this later part, that 
or. ic ako hone ellen: It 13 more * high, and ſpritely 
n qua volutamur, exccdit, 8 theri the other : and ſuch as 
ogy ry agree." wraps us up above this darknels, 
wherein we were mantled before 

asin thick clouds, and brings us near unto that light, 
rom 
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from whence it ſelf doth ſhine, Such pleaſures did they 


retend to take in their poor, and low ſentiments of 


Philoſophy, the higheſt of which do hardly reach the 
threſhold of Divinity / 


The Poets ſeemed to be full of one of the nine God- 
defles, the Muſes, and to take great pleaſure in it, when 
their Genius worked kindly towards verſes : and there- 
fore uſed to begin their poems with a prayer to one, 
or other of them, which was counted moſt propitious 
unto ſuch a vezz, or ſtreiz of Poly, as they then intend- 
ed. The Heathen Prieſts in their Temples gloryed in 
being pollefied with the Demon, ſtrutting in the Pene- 
tralia, like the bird of Juzo. 


Cicero delighted in the notion of immortality : but 
it was of name only : that of the Soul he accounted as 
a problem, Of death he therefore maketh the lets ac- 
count, (as other of the Heathens) who thought ir but 
indifterent, becauſe it brought as much good, as evil 
with it. 


Cato was much taken with Socrates his diſcourſes about 
the immortality of the ſoul; when EE 
he was about to kill himſelf : and P/72- 1n vir. Car, min 

| x In Phxdone Platonto. 

uttered ſtrange, and admirable Grangia morituri verva ca- 

ſayings to the Heathen hearers: *9n1s dilcere,av infano mul: 
| tin Laudanda Magiſtro, 

yet he dreamed not of a refurrectt- py: $x. 3. 

on, an Heaven ; or but only of 

Flyfan fields,or ſhades: and ſo he dyed,not ſo much ont 

of go04-will, as to ſave himſelf from falling into-the 

hands of enemies, which he thought would uſe him con- 


tumelioutly. 


But: 


In Paca:l. 


(24 ) 

But when we come to contemplate one God, diſtin- 
guiſhed Cand not divided) into three perſons, for our 
ſakes: inthe workes of creation, redemption, and fan- 
Ctitication unto glory ; how infinitely farre is our con- 
templation enlarged beyond theirs 2? wien we meditate 
on the attributes of his glory, as that he 1s merciful, and 
bounteous, and thereſ(t + ina word, that he 1s /zzht and 
low, which are unfolded only in the Scriptures: 


, 


whar an iniinite of tenters arethere,to extend this woof, 
unriil there be no more place, nor ſpace, but that which 


runs into cternity 2 


When we ſhall conſider what he 1s 1n reſpect to us: 
In whom we live, and move, and have onr beings : who 


*- covered us, when we were made in ſecret 5 and in whoſe 


book our members were all written, being yet unperfed, 
who was not only the Father of our Fathers; but 
much more then a Father to every one of us in particu- 
lar; giving us all the good that ever we did enjoy, 
and 1s pever weary of it : but above all, who 1s our re- 
deemer, and the Father of Our Lord, and husband, to- 
gether with himſelf, God bleſſed for ever. O admira- 
ble contemplations ! O what peculiar pleaſures do be- 
long to this adoption ! O the ecſtaſtes of ſtudy, love and 
wonder / what can there be wanting, 1f we think but 
of the leaſt of theſe, to raiſe our ſoules up to a near allt- 
ance with the Angels, that are in Heaven 2 it is from 
this doctrine,, that the ſoul comes to have her wings 
full ſummed, that were hardly impt before, that 
did but hover about ( indeed ) in clouds of dark- 
neſs. 


What 


(25) 

What though the Poets boaſt of raptures 2 they ter- 
minate in a Woman: and for the _ On 
molt part, deſpnit in piſcev mmljer $ic757: Mor: (7 mall oe 
formoſa ſuperne. What though n1cos, quorum, bp T* 
the heathen Prieſts ſeemed to have A& 31 

Dx ; Horat, de art. poer. 

ſome familiarity with the Gods, 
in whoſe Temples they did attend, and ſerve? they 
were uſually deadly fick with it. Let Cicero pleaſe 
himſelf about an immortal name : we ſhould not know 
him from another man, though we ſhould mect him : 
though we talk of him, he cannot hear us: and if he 
be not, what 1s he the nearer, as V2//z argueth, Let 
Cato ſpeak bravely of the immortality of the ſoul it ſelf, 
ſince he thought it better to dye, then to protract his 
miſery : yet none of his admirers could find in his heart 
to quit an indifferent life here, for the beſt that they 
could make of the other, 


But ſinceit 1s another kind of immortality, that the 
Chriſtian taith doth graip, and gaſpe after : no wonder 
it the excellency of fo ſublime an obje& dg draw them 
up far above the ſtate of other men, that ſeem to have 
more in them, then themſelves: and give them other 
-manner of fruitions, which are zwnſpeakuble an4 full of 
glory, without deceit, or ſtilt: in a word, that it fill- 
eth them not only with a true contempt of death (which 
the other do but feign) but impelleth them to triumph 
over it, and often to provoke it in the way of Martyr- 
dome, Let us move yet but one ſtep further, that 
we may reaca the goal, 


Others are not much addifted unto contemplation 
(but rather leaveit as a fancy to them that like 't better) 
yet they will not quit their own pretenſions unto happi- 
nelle, 


(26) 
neſſe. They had rather have it placed in an active, or 
a quiet life, ſupported with ſuch means, and aides, as 
may-beſt adminiſter unto either of them, as they theme 
ſelves ſhould chooſe. Be it ſo, we are at all points rea- 
dy to ſhew where happineſs is, ſooner then any other, 


: Ir. 4% for Godlineſs is profitable unto all things, having the pro- 
miſes of this life, and of that which is to come. 
Carnal wiſdom: ſeems to teach how to enjoy, and ma- 
nage the goods of fortune but it cannot get them : 
>.v. 2.15, Whereas the true wiſdom hath length of dayes in her right 
i . » by — » : 


hand, and in her left riches and honour. 


Carnal wiſdom teacheth to enjoy them alone, but 
this how to enjoy God together with them, which 1s 
much more. Carnal IVijdowe teacheth a pretended e- 
quanimity,and inditterence in adverlity(which it cannot 
poſſibly prevent) but it canno more do it, then it can 
latisfic thirſt, and hunger with dainty words; whereas 
this wiſdome and prudence, whereot we ſpeak, aftords 
ſuch a true ſupport within, as hath really made many 
2 Cor.6.10.7 4 (and (t11] doth) tO reJoyce 71 tribulations. 
Rom. 5. 3. 

And if you ask me what this inward ſupport is. I 
anſwer, it is the ſpirit of Union, through faith, where- 
of I gave you but an hint before, indeed, how the 
Saints are united myſtically unto Chriſt, and have there- 
by unſpeakable enjoyments, and full of elory : we cannot 
ſhew 1n Act, becauſe it 1s interna], and a myſtery : but it 
plainly appeareth by the effe&ts : for, they are oft tran(- 
ported in their private prayers, who have Communion 
1 Joh. 1. 3+ 4- with the Father, and with his Son Jeſus Chriſt, they have 

admirable gifts when they come abroad. T hat Spirit, 
which we account as their higher ſouls or by way of 
emi- 


1 Pet. 1. 8. 


(27 5 
exmtinence, ſheweth wonders, when occaſion draws 1t 
forth to outward obſervation. But it 1s 20t according 
to the will of man ; neither of him that hath it, always 
to exert the power of it, nor of others to make collutt- 
on With it : but rather, it makes bur little ſhew to the 
world (till God himfelt do ſet it forth to action, or to 

- patience) becauſe it aboundeth moſt in mortificd men : 


who being filled with the Spirit, look never ta< aller py, <1. 
for it ; and while they are invincible in the Faith, do | 

but ſhew to be the meekeſt men. And {oeach one doth 
acknowledge for himfelt, when he profeſieth with St. 

Paul. The Life whicn I ſeem to live in the ſieſb, T live not 5, __ 
but my liſe is hi4 with Corift in God. Col. 3,3 


To conclude (itmce we mult needs be reduced unto 
ſome bounds, though our ſubject cannot 5 here 1s the 
highelt pitch of this excellency, which hata no pearch 
below the clouds ; bur pierceth into the Exrpyroc hea- 
vens. This wifdom doth ſecure us of a better lite (vl ae 
it 1510 tar from :diminithing, that it added unto this, as 
I have ſhewed you ) but irreligior hazzards both, upon 
a fond ſuppoſition; what if there be no reſurrection 
yet, by piety, vou thall live more happlly here, then 
without ir. Phe mad-maa that had great joys to go 
untothe Cort, and to ſee the Ships come in, conceiting 
tat they were all his own, proved but melancho! Y, 
when he was Cured. Betrcr it were to be deceived 
With godlineſs, which is profil able mute als things, cron 
be deluded by the world, that yeildeth no ſecurity, © 


fclicity to them, that ſtick the cloſeſt toit. 


Put vwiat ltr! ere bea reſarreFion at the laſt? 72{1pi- 
er:tis erit tim dicere, non putaram. It will be but fo! ly 
to plead then I had not thought, that it would have 
proved 


(28) 
proved ſv. And it will be too lateto put in any other 
plea: for this very wiſdom will then come in, in evi- 
dence; and after ſpeak like a judge from the bench, in 
this manner, Since ye have ſet at nonght all my Counſel, 


* and win!l none of my Yr: pro: of, I alſo wil! lah at your 


calar mity, 1 I will »I 7 ch w/e [4 your 1ear C 1/342. th : J WICH your 
fear cometn as deſolation, and your deſtraFion as awhirl- 
wind: when diſtrejſe, and anguiſh cometh on you. then 
fail they call upon me, but T will not anſwer : they ſhall 
ſeek me early, but tnzy ſhall not find me. 


This is the fumme of my exhortation, and my argu- 


FIC) 3.1 5. 4.5, MENt, To day while it is called to day, let us hearken to 
the voice of iſdew, let us claſpe this prudence, aad ne- 
ver part with it: but letus keep ito, that it may keep 

1, . Usfor ever. And the peace of God which paſſeth all un- 
It, & 

derſtanding, ſhall keep your bearts, and minds through 

tich. 13-2: Chriſt Jeſus. Now the God of peace, that brought again 


from the dead our Lord Jejus, the great Shepherd of the 


Sheep, through the Blood of the Everlaſting Covenant, make 
you perfe@# in every good work, to do his will, working in 
you that, which is well-pleaſing in his ſight, throueh Jeſus 
Chriſt. To whom with the Father and the Holy Ghoſt be 
praiſe and glory for ever andever. 


A A1 E N. 


